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WHEN WE LEFT BLUFE, NEW ZEALAND’S SOUTHERNMOST PORT, IN THE
50-foot cutter Tiama, a 40-knot westerly funneled out of Foveaux
Strait and sent us on our way to the remote Antipodes Islands, a
540-mile voyage to the southeast. With the wind off the starboard
quarter and two reefs in the mainsail, Tiama surged through the
rough seas.

We kept up a good pace throughout the next day until the
wind eased, then died, leaving us rolling in the swells as we
proceeded under power. We were on a mission of sorts:
Once we arrived at the Antipodes, we’d drop off New
Zealand Department of Conservation researchers

Kathy Walker and Graeme Taylor, both of whom 3
would spend 10 weeks studying the majestic * =&
albatross that frequent the islands. -
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The albatross symbolizes the
beauty of the Southern
Ocean and its immense







